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Holiday Greetings to all of our dear supporters and friends!

Just a few days ago I was sitting on a large tree root in the village across the street from our Malawi
home. Children and adults alike crowded around me as ‘white’ people are a rare spectacle in that part
of the world. The children were lethargic, thin and sad. At first they were quiet and then one spoke.
He mentioned that he has not eaten anything yet and it was already past noon. Other children
admitted they hadn’t eaten either. We learned that many of the children hadn’t eaten the previous
night. I sat there in the heat, mopping my brow and reflecting on Thanksgiving. I left for this trip
right after Thanksgiving, a beloved holiday. I imagined Thanksgiving tables overflowing with food.
My mind also flashed an image of food waste in our country - food scraped from dinner plates, food
left to rot in the refrigerator, half eaten meals thrown out from a restaurant meal. As these pictures
scrolled through my mind, I saw little children with bony limbs and prominent ribs standing before
me. I noticed cooking pots, resting on cold ashes, were empty.

I realized at that moment that I need to expand my work in Malawi. I need to reach out into the
community and help! God has placed a burden on my heart to start a ‘feeding program’. How can
the children concentrate and learn at school if their stomachs are empty? By God’s grace, I want to
serve breakfast to children before they go to school and feed them again when the school day is over.
I want this ‘feeding program’ to be available to any child within walking distance of our home.

We also need a preschool where young children will be fed breakfast and lunch, a place where they
will have the opportunity to learn in a safe environment. Having the little ones in our preschool will
allow mothers to work and earn a few dollars for the family. The fact is that 80% of Malawians exist

on less than $1 per day.

Last, but not least, we need a scholarship program to help with school tuition, books and uniforms so
that all the children in our village can receive an education. Many village children do not attend
school due to lack of funds. Without education the chain of poverty will not be broken.

These are big plans and big plans require big money, funds that this ministry does not possess, but we
serve a big God and with Him all things are possible. Presently, we have a large empty room at our
home in Malawi. The room has remained unused but it is the perfect size for a preschool.

1) To open a preschool we need to:
a) paint the walls
b) paint the floor so it can be kept sanitary
¢) purchase tables and chairs
d) purchase teaching materials, books, workbooks, craft materials



e) build a wall around the compound so the children will be secure and safe
2) The ‘feeding program’ requires a few large pots, plastic bowls and food.

3) The scholarship program requires funding and, strict screening of the candidates. No money
will be given to individuals but paid directly to the school for particular children.

Some of you are asking, what happened to the Nepal trip? Good question! I have to report that I did
not travel to Nepal due to political upheaval. Below is what Devi Tamsang related to me in regards to
the current political climate.

“The political parties are busy with the election which is set for November 21. Nepal needs a new
constitution which our political leaders have not drafted since Nepal was declared a secular country
and the overthrow of the King 10 years ago. There is a party which is an offshoot of the Maoists and
33 parties have boycotted this election and telling the public not to cast their vote. There is bombing,
killing and throwing of petrol bombs at moving vehicles on the road. This has caused many severe
injuries and killings. Majority parties are demanding Nepal to be made a Hindu kingdom again. We
don’t know what will happen if they do that. Many Christians in Nepal are worrying.

I got many threats on the phone from the anti-Christian group, ‘Shiva Sena’ and they said they will
kill my family. They also said, be careful as they will fulfill their demand and will kidnap my
daughter. They reminded me they are the ones who blasted the Assumption Church in Lalitpur and
killed Christians there. They said we are American agents in Nepal spreading Christianity and
making people change their religion.” Please pray for our children and leaders at St. Devi’s Academy.

There is also trouble in India where our LOT Home/school is located. Jonathan tells me -

“The schools have had to close because of an indefinite strike called by the Gorkha People’s
Liberation Union which is demanding to be a separate state within India. They are trying to create a
separate state of Telengana, after breaking from the present state of Andra Pradesh in South India.
25 battalions of Central Reserved Police have been deployed in the Darjeeling District by the state
government of West Bengal to create normalcy. A ‘People’s Curfew’ was enforced and not a single
person was in the street anywhere in the Darjeeling District except people of Intelligence Bureau,
policemen and paramilitary forces. The strike was declared unconstitutional so a new strike was
enforced called ‘People within Home’. ATM’s are without money, people make a long queue of 50
meters, when their turn comes there is no money in the ATM. There is panic and a crisis of cash.
Shops have not been open and even the markets are closed. Many things are not available. I am
doing the best I can to keep things normal.” Please keep this situation in your prayers as well. We need
God to keep our children in the palm of His hand.

I take this opportunity to thank vou for vour faithfulness to this ministry. Many of you have
persisted with us for many years and for that we are extremely grateful! As you think about your year-

end donations please remember us! Trips with a Mission can do nothing without God and YOU.

Christmas blessings,

Suzy Slns



