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Dear Fnends,

s I sit here typing this messa ge the first thing that comes to mind is my heartfelt
graLitude to all of you for sticking with us during good limes and bad. I know that many, many

needs and causes are vying for your support and I truly appreciate your dedication to God's children.

This year has certainly been an historic al one for our country. Only time will tell how it will play out, but
wecan all bethankful thatGodisinchargel Forme,personally,thishasbeentheyearof regainingmy
health after a severe case of malaria and also, of becomin g a grandma for the first time. God is goodl
Forfrips with a Mission this has been ayear of success - about a half dozenyoungpeoplenearly reaay
lo graduate from St. Devi's and a recent graduate altending college in lhe United States - as well as
a year of struggling. We have had lhe on-going baiulule of escalating costs at each of our Homes, as
well as havingthelargest amount of unsponsored children and the lowest donations in 8 years.

It'sbeen parttcularily hardfor me, as the one who shoulders the responsibility of caring for over 3OO
children, not to stress over this 'lean' year. .l've feryently prayed these past months, asking God to
show me how to lead this ministry. Recently I was reading lhe story of Paul and Silas in the book of
Acts. fheBible tells us the magistratestore offlheir clothes, hadlhembeaten with rods then chained
in a darkinner prison where their feet were put in stocG. In spite of those horrilying circumstances,
Pauland Silaswere prayingandsinging hymns of praisetoGodatmrdnightll When lreadthisaccount,
I was in awe of the lremendous trust and faith of those two men who praise d God rather than worry or
complain. I realize I need that kind of complete trust in our lovinq God.

God had something else to teach me, this time from Luke 1O. lt had been a
long time since I had read the familiar story of the Good Samaritan. While

readingit,l suddenly had a vivid image of our children, the iittle ones that
Trips with a Mission cares for, and lhey were Lhe ones by iuhe side of the
road wilh no clothes, food and wounded. The faces of the children flashed
bdore me and God showe d me tha1- not only is HE i,he one shouldering the
responsibility of Lhe chtldren, not me, but each of our sponsors and donors
is the Good Samaritan who 'had compassion ... bandaged his wounds,
poured oil and wine; and set him on his own animal, broughl him to an inn,

and took care of him.' I thank you for being the Good Samaritans. As you
consider your year-end l-ax deductions, please remember the Least of
These I God's blessings to you during this holiday season, Sryy SfuiS
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