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What is God Doing Through Trips with a Mission?

This article was written by Molly Betterton, who resides in Bend, Oregon. She called us in the summer of 2004, very
excited, as she had learned about this ministry for the first time. Not only has she been faithfully sponsoring our children, she
has been influential in finding sponsors for other children. Thank you Molly!

In August 2004, I was reading my monthly news letter from Costco. There was an article written by a
woman from Colorado who had been instrumental in helping a Nepalese couple in Kathmandu, Nepal
develop a Christian orphanage and school for local children. I got on the website for the woman’s
organization, called Trips with a Mission. I really agreed with TWAM’s goals and ways they were
achieving these goals; ie. solely engaging in work that God guides them to, and raising necessary monies
for this work solely through donations. I personally believe that if things are God guided, they can’t fail.

- I sponsored my first child, Aruna, who lives at Neena’s
House in Koyyalageudem, India in September 2004.
Within three months I started receiving letters from India,
and really felt connected. In October 2005, I sponsored
another child, Sumitra, in Relli, Northern India.

It’s exciting to think of positively impacting children's lives,
from so far away. I am really praying about being part of
the September/October 2006 trip to Nepal and Northern
India with Trips with a Mission.

I challenge anyone who wants to be a part of something ‘MUCH BIGGER’ than you can imagine, to be
a sponsor with Trips with a Mission. You will be incredibly blessed. ’ Malltj Betterton
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I am the sponsor of Sanjay Rai at St. Devi’s Academy. I am so happy God has
made a place for Sanjay to be safe and cared for, and educated. I was excited to be
chosen as a financial vehicle to make this so. Knowing that I can make a huge
difference in a childs life and therefore future, gives me a great feeling. Knowing
that God has picked me to be a tiny piece of His great love is so much more
staggering. I am honored. #al Worcester, Bend, Oregon
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«Lhank You......,

Special thanks to our new 3
sponsors!

e Catlyn Clark
* Courtney Clark
* Lori Fisher
* Cherylene Gunter @
+ Diane Hill 3
* Gerald & Debbie
Perviance
* Denise Weikum
*  Julie Wright
* Teresa Zuzueta
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Thank you, Lynne
Grieves for making a

Christmas donation to
Trips with a Mission

in Dennis & Cheri
Mittleider’s name.
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Many thanks to Robin
& Mary Ann Paquette
for sponsoring a child
another year as a gift
to Georgia Selby.
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Special thanks to
Steve & Karen
Seymour for paying
for additional heat at
our LOT Home in
Polotsk, Belarus
during this very cold
SRR 111 R
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Sumitra Rai’s Story

Sumitra is 6 or 7 years old. Her home is at the LOT Home in Relli, India.

This account was told to us by Sumitra’s mother. She walked over 2 hours to bring her
daughter to our LOT Children’s Home. She told us if we could not take Sumitra, she
would send her out to engage in domestic work.

“ALMOST A YEAR AGO, I was thinking about bringing Sumitra here. I
came today because I saw all this big team (a TWAM volunteer group) and I
could meet all members of the team and make my request. I came today. I
was feeling afraid. I did not know how to tell, how to talk, how to
approach you.

It is very difficult to have full stomach of food. Very seldom, only on

i the time of festival. It is possible by borrowing money and we eat in the

time of festival but rest of time we have trouble.

My husband died 2 years ago. Actually he was working in army -
VHF, a type of security guard, border security. He was working in border
security force but he was having some problems with low blood pressure.
So he resigned from that work. And he came, because he was not feeling
well in border area. He was always feeling sick and no stamina in the
body, all that trouble for him. So he came home and was just doing some
activities. One day, what happened, he came with a bag, 22 kgs (48.4 Ibs)
of ginger to sell in market just near by, and he was carried this ginger on
his back. He wanted to rest and people were just waiting for that ginger
and he just sat on top of a small stone. He just fell down there. Many
people thought he was having fit, epilepsy or something, and they were
afraid to take care of him. But he was of low blood pressure. He expired,
[died] just 3 months after medical leave. I cannot get pension from my
[dead] husband because of [his] early retirement.

I had problem with my breast. I consulted with
elder people in village and they told me it must be a
boil or something. Still it was very painful. Later I
went to see some of the nuns in a small place in the
hills. After consulting nuns they said this type you
must see nice doctor who can take care of problem.
I came to Kalimpong hospital and doctor just said I
must go to Siligri. Now I had operation. I had
breast cancer and breast has been removed. I can
show you if you want to see. I have 13 stitches on
breast. Only one breast removed, right side.

I was supposed to go see doctor yesterday. I have to take some
medicine, the radiation. I have no money and could not go yesterday.
Doctor told me that after taking one injection I needs to take ray [x-ray]. I
don’t know what is word.

[ cannot do any hard work. I cannot bend down properly. On my
breast I feels pricking pain. Before that operation I used to work in field
but tolerating the [breast] pain, but after operation I am unable to work in
the field. A little corn we have. A little rice was saved. When it is gone
there will be nothing.”
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Lance Emerson, from Brookville,
Florida, has a soft spot in his
heart for children, especially
children in need. This caring and
creative man wanted to do
something special for all the
children in our 6 homes. So, he
purchased every kind of small toy
and trinket imaginable, neatly
_ stuffed them in ziplock bags and
™ shipped them to us in Colorado!

. It wasn’t long until cardboard
barrels and boxes arrived
overflowing with lovely gifts.
We were amazed at Lance’s

imagination and skill at choosing such interesting toys, and his ability to cram a whole lot of stuff in one
ziplock bag!! I think our staff was nearly as excited as the children will be when they receive the gifts,
as we looked at the dozens & dozens & dozens of gift bags. Warmest thanks to you, Lance, and to those
who helped package them, and special thanks to Ruth Sparkes for your dedication to this project!

Kathy Ravenel, from Parker,
Colorado, has been a faithful
and enthusiastic supporter of
TWAM for many years.
Recently she purchased 16
sets of bedding for our Relli,

The Fort Meyers Shores SDA Church
wanted to fundraise for Trips with a
Mission; they just weren’t sure how to do
it. D. B. & Linda Young, members of
the small congregation, placed a ‘gift
tree’ in the foyer of the church, e e Each set
suggesting that everyone hang a [ i;c1udes mattress pad, sheets,
monetary gift on the tree. Each gift, quilt and fleece blanket.

given in love to God‘s forgotten What a warm blessing this is
children, is a reminder of God’s gift of for the children! Kathy also

love to us - the gift of salvation. We hosted a used clothing drive
thank each of you personally, for your at the Franktown Elementary
part in raising $3,000”' School and many lovely

children’s clothes, shoes and
, coats were donated. Thanks to all who participated and
' many thanks to Kathy for all you do!!

{}.-

LEFT:
Bedding for
Relli Home.

RIGHT:
[tems donated
from clothing

drive.
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FROM OUR OFFICE

There is a story in Acts chapter 3 where Peter healed a lame man who
previously sat and begged at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. After Peter
FI5=+| healed the man, the Bible says the people were ‘filled with wonder and
amazement.” The people were astounded by this miracle. -

I have to admit to also being filled with wonder and amazement at the miracles that God
has recently performed for this ministry! It wasn't but a few weeks ago that we were dragging
along with many loose ends, unmet needs. But God in His mercy reached down from heaven
and nudged some people; He spoke to them, prompting them to give to His children. We had
some first time givers. One person gave anonymously. We received donations we didn’t
expect, and of course, some of our very faithful givers, gave some more. My heart was
overflowing and I thought of the verse in Psalms 126, ‘The Lord has done great things for us;
we are glad.’

I know I shouldn’t marvel. Hasn't God promised He is able to “do far more abundantly than
all that we ask or think?” (Ephesians 3:20). Oh ye (me) of little faith! In January, I flew to
Washington, DC to be interviewed on the Hope Channel. During one interview, Frenita
Buddy asked me if I ever get discouraged as I work for the Lord. I had to be honest and tell
her, yes. On the flight back home, I questioned myself, and asked why? How many times
does God have to ‘come through” for me in a big way before I never doubt Him again? I pray
that God will continue to grow my faith and trust in Him.

By God’s grace and our ever faithful supporters, we now are under construction
everywhere! I can almost hear the sound of cement, sand and stones being mixed by hand in
small puddles on the ground. I can almost feel the sun beating down on me at the
construction site, even as I sit at my computer on this cold Colorado night. I can almost see the
concrete blocks being stacked, one on top of the other, in a steady rhythm, growing taller and
taller. In Ghana, West Africa the well has been dug and electricity installed at Larry’s
Sunshine House. Construction has commenced on the second floor, where there was still
finish work to complete. Work is progressing in Relli, India as the second and third floors are
being completed at the LOT Children’s Home; and the second floor is under construction at St.
Devi’s Academy on a wing of our school in Nepal. With this expansion, more children can
find refuge, love and God at our Homes.

I just returned from California last night after visiting my son in college. While I was there
someone asked me what I'd do if I received a million dollar donation. I told them I don't
expect God to work in that way. So far on the journey with God and this ministry, the pattern
has been like this. A need arises, and then that need is fulfilled. We
don’t have extra money but God always sends what we need for the
moment. That method works fine for me. It keeps me in touch with
each need, but more than that, it keeps me in touch with God. It keeps
me on my knees. And that’s the way it should be.

Most sincerely,
Suzy Shms, Director
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