Trips with a Mission
He\pmg the Least of These

What In The World Are We Doing?

I'have a friend who has a blue, wooden sign hanging in her kitchen which reads, ‘Fairytales do come true‘. For
some odd reason the image of that sign popped into my mind on my last flight, as I was flying over the Atlantic
Ocean. As I contemplated that thought I realized most of us don’t live a fairytale life. Most people have their
fair share of trials and stress, and then another thought came to me. It was a thought so powerful that I was
awestruck! God has allowed me to give “the fairytale life’ to hundreds of children! With God’s direction and the
loving and generous support of many, I have been able to take some of the world’s most unfortunate and
forgotten children and give them a brand new life! Only this life is true so it’s better than a fairytale because
their ultimate goal and destination is heaven!

I realize that many of our supporters are relatively new friends of this ministry. Many may not really understand
what this ministry does, what it stands for. This newsletter is dedicated to informing you of just that.

Why do we work where we do? It’s quite simple. We don’t go searching for projects. We wait for God to lead,
step-by-step because without God as our partner, we can’t truly hope to succeed.

I believe charity work is one of the most frustrating for people to figure out. There are so many clichés. Every
organization claims to be involved in ‘life changing’ work. But sometimes you have to sit back and read the
proverbial fine print to really know what your money and that particular organization is doing. We have no fine
print. Trips with a Mission literally takes children from the streets and places them in one of our homes. We help
the ‘whole child’ by providing a completely new life. Along with food, clothing and medical care, the child
gains a loving home, a large family, quality, Christian education and a love of God. In other words, they get it
all.

Something amazing happens somewhere between your house and our office. When your contribution is put in
the mail, it leaves as your money, but by the time it arrives at our office, it has been miraculously transformed
into God’s money. Being in charge of God’s money is a serious matter and we spend it judiciously. Though this
ministry is a full-time job for me, I take no salary. Our office consists of three rooms but we don’t pay office
rent, utilities or for internet connection. We don’t pay for the storage of all the donated items or for office
cleaning. We clean our own office. We have three people who work on a volunteer basis, and 29 hours of paid
labor per week, at a very low wage, I might add! We never pay for professional printing services. All of our
layout, design, printing, etc, from forms, to newsletters and brochures, are done by us, in our own office. That
way we save thousands of dollars. We have no high paid staff around the world. Most of the people who run our
homes receive no salary. They live at the home free of charge. The few that find it necessary to receive income
are paid the barest minimum - $50 per month. The people who travel with us pay their own expenses. The only
perks for people involved in this ministry is laying up treasure in heaven.

Look on the next few pages and observe the smiling faces. You will see that love goes a long way; love can
patch the holes in a child’s heart; love can completely change a child’s life. I thank each of you for sharing your
love with our children.

Suzy Sims, Divector
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NEPAL - St. Devi’s Academy was our flagship
project. When we first built it in 1999, there were
only a handful of students. Over the years the
building has grown from two to four stories. Today
there are over 100 children who call St. Devi’s
home and more than 350 total students attending
this Christian school in a Hindu nation.

Some may not realize that Christianity is illegal
in Nepal. Christians are persecuted, jailed and even
put to death for Christian activity. That is one of
the things that makes St. Devi’s a stalwart Christian
example.

- St. Devi’s has an interesting history. It began in 4

a 3-sided cow shed with a corrugated tin roof,
woven bamboo gates serving as the front wall and a
dirt floor. In the summer the little classrooms were
like an oven; in winter it was freezing; during
monsoons there were frequent school closures due
to flooded, muddy rooms.

St. Devi’s safely shelters little girls who would
have been sold into prostitution, even as early as 7
years old! It is also home to children who previous-
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ly lived as outcasts in a leper colony with their leprous parents. St. Devi’s warmly welcomes children into the
home from the lowest caste. The caste system is alive and well in Nepal and low caste citizens are shunned.
Children from higher casts won’t associate with low caste children, consequently forcing the low caste children

from school.

St. Devi’s is a prime example of helping ‘the least of these’. All are welcome. All are treated equally. All are
learning of a loving God who said, ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me.’
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| abject poverty to permanently join the LOT family.

: NORTH INDIA - The word India is synonymous

with poverty. People have mental pictures of

. beggars with sores, open sewers and listless cows
' languishing in the road. The sad thing is, these

images are real.

We opened the Least of These Children’s Home
in August 2002 in the small mountainous village of
Children were taken from the streets and

The home has grown to 55 children and only lack of
space keeps it from continuing to grow.
Soon after establishing the home, we opened the

' LOT Mission School, the only school in this

community, where 100 children attend.
Presently a new building is under construction.
In August 2005, this special family moved from the

' rented bamboo structure into the 1Ist floor of the

new building. The 3-story home will be completed
as funds are raised. This home provides a warm.
loving home for cast-off children and is a light in a
dark place.
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BELARUS - Many are unaware of this small country
which was once part of the Soviet Union. It is a nation of
oppressed people who find no joy in life and feel there is
no hope. There is no real freedom of enterprise or
religion. Many turn to alcohol to numb the reality of their
communist existence. Consequently large numbers of
children are neglected, abused and abandoned.

In 2001 God paved the way for us to open a private
children’s home in the northern town of Polotsk, which
seemed impossible because of strict government control.
Just two years later, we opened a second home near the
capital city of Minsk.

God has abundantly blessed these two homes filling
them with children who have suffered extreme abuse. For
example, Dima’s mother attempted to drown him in the
bathtub. Vlad’s mother intentionally burned both sides of
his hand with a hot iron. His emotional suffering was so
great that it took two years in our home before his nervous
stomach aches and vomiting completely disappeared.
Pavel had no human touch for the first two years of his
life other than to be fed twice a day and to have his diapers changed twice in 24 hours. At age 2 1/2, when he
arrived at our home, Pavel couldn’t speak and his motor skills were well behind peer level. Maxim’s mother was
in jail for murder. Prior to her jail sentence she neglected Maxim so completely that he hadn’t learn the simplest
skills, such as chewing. He only knew how to swallow because he had never been fed solid food, only broth. He
suffered from starvation, had learned no communication skills and was very afraid. There are many more stories,
Jjust not enough space to tell them.

Praise God for the decided people who have given their lives to raise these children as their own!! All the
children are happy, secure and with God’s help, overcoming their very rough and unfortunate beginnings.

SOUTH INDIA - In an isolated forest region of Andhra
. Pradesh is a children’s home/school where Neena takes
; care of about 100 children. This facility was not built
by Trips with a Mission; we have adopted this home.
Neena is a wonderful, Christian, widow with
compassion for needy children. We have contributed
towards construction, and we find sponsors for
" Neena’s children. This home is located in a remote
region where life is hard. The village residents are the
poorest of the poor.

The children who live at Neena’s Children’s Home
w come from pathetic situations. Manisha suffered
~ abuse before both her parents abandoned her, leaving
- her and her siblings begging on the streets. Aswani
- parents died of aids. He was brought to the home at 15
~ months, his body covered with pus filled sores. Aruna
. was left at Neena’s as a baby by her grandmother. Her
. father abandoned the family, her mother remarried and
* no longer wanted her baby daughter. All these
children now have hope and a future.
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h We are proud to announce that our short video,
Every Child Matters,

For your free copy of this film received the Aurora Award
(VHS only), please call Platinum Best Picture 2005.
303-660-8866 or e-mail at: This is the equivalent of an Academy Award

info@tripswithamission.org for short documentaries.

Order your copy of the NEW Barnabas the bear book,
second in the series. The newest book,
Barnabas the Traveling Bear, Off to South India,

is available to you for a donation of only $20.
It tells the story of Barnabas visiting Neena’s Home and
School in Koyyalagudem, India.
“The book you wrote about us was wonderful and it
gives full information about our place. The way you’ve
presented the subject was very nice. 1 enjoyed reading it “

again and again.” Neena Barnabas serving lunch at Neena’s.
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Quoted from a recent letter received from Neena:

“For the last few days we had tremendous flood and cyclone - heavy rains. Many died, many villagers are
marooned and many drowned. But as for ourselves, we are all safe. All these huts (thatch and stick) around our
place were collapsed and are washed off. Many trams and buses were cancelled as there is water everywhere.
Never did God allow this kind of cyclone in the past. Well, we know these are the signs of the end time and it is
written in Bible. We cannot avoid it. Kindly pray for the children’s health. Since everything is watery and the
epidemics start up very quickly.”

We want to thank the sponsors who have sent gifts to their sponsored children this year. We are just
amazed at your creative ideas and how adept you are at cramming a whole lot of goodies into the one
allotted quart-sized bag!! We are very impressed with the obvious thought you’ve put into your
purchases, everything being so very colorful and fun. Please be assured that even if your child doesn’t
mention your gifts in particular in his or her letter, they were overwhelmed with your loving
| generosity. |
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If you would like to sponsor Suzy Sims, Director of Trips with a Mission, to speak at your church to
raise funds for this ministry, please contact us at: 303-660-8866 or info@tripswithamission.org.
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“Once again, God bless the wonderful work you do. It makes me weep with joy for you and these children. For
you because you will have a crown so heavy with stars, I hope you have a strong neck! There is no higher calling
than to save all these precious babies. I am so happy to have a small part in this!” Wisconsin

“I just received your newsletter and I found beautiful heartwarming stories from your trip to LOT Home. Thank
you so much.” Hawaii
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